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EXTRACTS
FROM

* .THE OPINIONS.OF'SOME SCHOLARS.

D e oo >~ S S . “

Professor Jacobi of the,ﬁniversity of Boan, Germany :—
“1 amyconvinced of the excellence of your work and I have
decidet to use it instead of the Siddhanta Kaumudi when I
shall haved:'\,lgad Panini with my pupils, as I shall do next

sumuoer,”
H M Bha%k&mkar Esq, B.A,, Professor of Sanskrit, -
Wilson ®ollcwe, Bombay, writes:—*An accurate and in-,
telligent studibof Panin’s Grammar is a great necessity with
every Sanskrit scholar. The difficult of the book (even atbeu
the aid giv8n by Bhattoji leshm), and the dryness of The
subject, are, however, great obstacles in the way of such g™
studym, A Bombay graduate who takes to Sanskrit studies feols
especially hampered in his attempt, ag very often he has fot
been #mtroduced to Sanskrit in the,old way, and has never had
to fix his mind compulsorily on it in the course of his studies
for the degree uud later pat, when he bedins to feel his deficien-
cies, he has soon to discontinne his studies veyy oftengfor
présSure of other things ¢f immediate mse. To such a one 1
swouleh recommend the ¥udy of  the Laghu-Paniniya of Prof.
A. R. Rajh Raja Varma, m.A., Mz.A8, of . H. the Maharajah’s
College, Trivandram. It would ewsﬂy enable him to make
head, very satfifagtorily in Panini’s great work on scholarly
lines. The book is, excellently ,planued'and seeks not only to
give in a very lncid manner a knowledge of Sanskrit Grammar,
but alse to mtroduce the students to the*language and mingd
of Eamm himself.”
* ™, Sovani Bsq, M.A, MRAS, FLLC, Professor of
L °Ilgra, Meerwte writes to the *author :—* Please
% thanks for the very beautjful prosent of
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your highly meritoriqus performance, the Lclglm&-Paaziniyam,
which was sent. o me by your Publiher at your instance.
Your manver of exposition is “very illuminating and @ighbfﬂly
and evinces your profound scholarship, sound jw{gmentn&nd
unmistakable originality in %e study of Panini’s system,aif.
I may venture to form an, Opinion on a discursit%.view, of
your work It i'shnot, however, right so hastily“to pronounce
upon the merits of @ work, which must necessarily have been
an outcome of much patient study and critical investigation.
It would require some months to gppreciate its -real eworth,
and one ought not to undertake to estimate its valu® when
one does not feel to be in any way a specialigt jw* #he subject.
Since however you have kindly desired me to expreSs my
judgment, sueh as it is, I may say that it is undoubtedly
«of great worth as a pioneer’s work. Itis, in fa‘ct,‘ a Jrcutehn
task in which even failure ought to he ostedfhed as some-
thipg enviable. Hence”your work should be esteemed a
grand achievement even if it he shown that, f6r want of
“wodels, you have failed in your attempt to a certain extent
where the great authors of the delightful Kasika angl the
Siddhanta Kowmudi conld not achieve unqualified success.
The task is really so difficult, and perhaps Panini’s grea work
is & monumental treatize meant for scholars and not for
beginners and novices.® In Panlhi’s tege Sanskrit was more or
less p living fongue, requiring a grammar embodying a scientific
philological research. . In these diseouraging conditions, how-
ever, you have done what you gould hawe done. ® .

“ Your treatment of the subject is very luminwd  simple,
and even brilliant, ‘You give instances and counter-instancoes.
The opening passages of every section giveg a“general yow,
which is very refreshing! The xrasor and yRATEFRTOT aro
very competently treated. I find critical and suggestive foot-
notes, e.g., on pp. 152 and 153 [pp,164 and 166, ndv edition] on
gz fof: 111-4-1068. You lm.ve omitted rightly several swleas
which would unnece’ssarily either brt®ddap or bur”  *he mind of

the beginner. S

. .
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L
“ Such cxitiéism, however, would havs increased its volume
and affer all beginne:s are not required to know all these
mlnutwe_pex haps. }
N -
“1 Wlsh you had printed your work at the Nirnayasagara
Press at Bombay which is well kngwn for correct and excellent
work. It would certainly have minimised errata,

-

~
* * * *

et . - ~
°é
“ From®fhiges 278 and 834 [now 295 and 363) I find that you
have Coined certain technical terms like streaia® which is inte-
resting, You lapgely quote from ancient mnemonic stanzas,
somé of iv?"'{ficll:\:[\as on p. 116, [now 126] occur also in ﬁmﬂ?ﬂﬁgﬂ
and in some places you have composed some karikas of your own
as on pp. 147, 151, 260, c‘tc [mow 159, 164, 281] which=is
%‘Mmd]tdble You quote, I find, from a work ufFaEdT
om pps, 345 352 etc., [now 874 and 382], which 1 do not know at
all. Is it connected with the SfeTFtgdr of THEsE of the 15¢h
sentury, which work also 1 could not procure? In your intro-
Juction you refer to AR which is by W&, L think, and is
sdited by Prof. Rangachgeya of the Mad®as Presidency College,
out which I could not procure as yet. You also guote from
Katyas, e.g., the “'{mma‘eﬁ of lﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁ and Rrgareag of AT,
Cheresis a very beautﬂuT quotation fmm a very clever poet
vbout gﬂ& 80 p. 357, [now 388] beglnmng with sfaafy
vhich 1 en]oycd very much. 1 wonder whénce it must have
ome* from.
\ . 7
“T consulted your interpretation of IL 3 46 to sec whether

ou agree with Dr. Speijer in tzking gRETOE™A as meaning:

nwynber” as he maintaing on cumparing other passages, or
"hether you, 3. ofer the tradet onal ihterpretation.
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¢
“I wish I conld procure the other four works of yours in
the domam respectively of pure llteli\ture astronowy, and-

2 (.

hxstm
Y. ;-

R. D. Ranade Esq., Asstt., to the Professor of Sanskrit
Deccan College, Poona, lefes to the author ——"Aslw&nb
througll the book, T was greatly struck by the new ,iould, in
which the sutras 6f Panini have been once again entirely recast.
The new arrangement ef the sutras is entirely your own, and it
cleazly,ehows whaf time and trouble, it must have cogf you
The number of the original sutras has been happily mitimised,
and the sutras themselves have heen most luciddye explained.
The elegant introduction which you have appended to ther hook
- clearly shows that the S;mqknt Langnage, in the bhands of
. scholars like yourself, need no longer bear the smgma@ “dpad”
language. One feels indeed that it has the ent#e freshnéss of
life restored to it once aain. T hough ! suppose that a little
bit of injustice has been done 0 the name of Patanjali i
the Introduction, I am entively at one with you in bolding
that 2 new method like your own is mnecessary, in odgr that
Sénskrit Grammar may be adapted to present-day require-
ments. - Your book, I am confident, will not only be usefyl as an
introduction to the higher works on Grammar like the Parifha~
shendusekhara and thé Mahabliashym jtself, but will also be
suffjcient, and more than sufficient, for introducing a beginuer in
Sanskrit, whether Indian or Furopeun, to §unsk11t literature
in general, Those who have takem the trouble of studying.
Sanskrit Grammar by means of the Koumudi andst¥e Tattva-
hodlini, are sure to feel that a lot of their trouble would have
been saved if they had your book by them at $he commence-
ment of their studies. * It is so simplg, so lucid, and so
entirely sufficient.””
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'PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

- ‘.“ n _—wa\-’——u

- . m y
UR fathers justly held the subjech of Grammar
(Vyakarana) in high esteem, dnd defined it as a

- bastm (sc1ence) and a Vedanga. In any literature, true

masteﬁ' v is impossible without a thorough grasp of the
grammar &fethe language,fand this is especially the case

" with Sanskrit. A living language may be learned, with-

out’ much gramwar ;. but, withoutan adequate grounding
in grammar, ~it i not easy to learn a dead, classical lan-

guage. It is a matter of common &rowledge, that, under

the old infligenous schems of education, Indian youths

“began the study of Sanskrit, not, as they now do, with a

reader, but with a simplified grammar, containing the

elementary rules of declension and conjugation. This
_ practice is even now followed, and ‘the student who does

notb purpose to acquize the reputation of a grammarian

(vaiyakarana) takes to such other studies as he cares for,

the classical treatises on grammar, of which Sangkrit

‘has sTlchnap abundant " numbsr—almest all of matchless

excallenfe—being only studied by special students of

- the gubject. " Specialisation in the dlﬁerent branches of

Sanskrit lore—héwever desirablé, in the interests of a

revival of genuine classical scholarship in India,~is not
new gommon, and, following the traditions of the West,
the greater number of mederrrstudents of Sanskrit desire:
only such an equipment, in grammar- eand phonetics as
'Would enable bhem to unde stand and enjoy the gems of

.
» .
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classical Sanskrit literature. My experi'éace as a Sans-
krit teacher and examiner has convinced me that Jeither-
the traditional curriculum’ for the non-gramimazjan, nor-
the modern scheme of graduated readers, furnishes this.
equipment. Further, a kiowledge of Sanskeit, thatis
independent of an understanding of one of.the most
characteristic forms of Sangkrit literary and scientific:
expression and of the system of “mnotation ”” adopted in_
the Sufra style, is, in my humble ‘view, apt to giva a very-
inadequate idea of the power, range and gemius of the-
language. It is true that Panini who remains néw, as.
in the ancient times, without a peer, ag a grammarian,
by the very perfection of his aphorisms and ti®ir com-~
prehensiveness, created difficulties for their understand~
ing by any one not blessed with the requisite feisure and:
~ascetic inclinations to engage on the arduous study of
his eight chapters (Ashtadhyayi)—, and that the ‘great
commentators, like Patanjali, the Vartika-kara and the
author of the Kasika, have added to the difficulties of the-
study by clouding the meaning of.Panini, in a very mist
of words. Nevertheless, it has always struck me, that,.
if it were possible to prepare ard elementary grammar,
in Sanskrit iself, on the basis of Panini’s g%naﬁ'chec}'
aphorisms, simplifying his principles and interpresing
them in |accordance with ‘modern tendencies, so as to-
form an introduction t¢ Panini, and to $he ordinary clas-
sical literature genéra,lly, the attempt would be worth
making. Strengthened by this conviction, 'Whichn_lggl -
growing on me since 1895 -when I was Principal of His.
* Highness the Maharaja’s Sanskrit College, Trivandram,
I published a very elementary treatise on these. ]inei,,

~
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PREFACE, xi

in Malayalam, in November 1907. The success of that
experimgent, and the approval it has met with from
those competent to judge, have now emboldened me to
publish the following brief introduction to classical
Sahskrit Grammar, on the linds.of Panini. In the light
of the abeve facts, I make no apology for submitting
the book to the kindly®jwdgment of fellow-students
of Sansknt being assured of being corrected by their
erudifion wherever I have gone wrong, and of béing
Strengthen'ﬂé by their sympathy always.

The different typograplncal cmd other devices adopted
to emphesise-the relative unportance of various Sutras,
are described in a separate note, and the principles on
which I haye interpreted and commented on Panini awe
expounded in the Sanskrit Introduction and in the first
few pages of the book itself. It only remains to me to
acknowledge with much gratitude the constant assistance,
, encouragement and advice I have received from my
“revered uncle and preceptor, M. R, Ry. Kerala Varma
Avl, c.s.1., the doyen 8 Sanskrit scholarship in South
India, and from my fellow-student, foymer colleague afid
friends Brahmnasri R. *Narnayana Sagtriar, the present
head of tlfe focal Sanskrit Co]]ege ’

*©

L3

TRIVANDRUM, ) oo VARMA
A. R. RAJARAJA .
3rd August 1911

.



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

———@tqpo—t——— -

s ‘ i
N preparing the Second Edition of the Laghupdnini-
yam, special care has_Teen taken to improve the
general get-up of the book. The many typographical
errors and inconsistencies which disfigured tfid First
HEdition have also been rectified. My gratefel acknowl-
edgements are due to the authorities of St. Jeseph’s
Industrial School Pregs, Trichinopoly, for the scrupulous
care that they have bestowed on every detdil of printing.

The subject-matter too received a sort of general
revision when the proof-sheebshpassed through my hands.
" PAnini’s grammatical rules are baged on the Seamiaarg=ra
or the principle of generalisations restricted by excep-
tions. But it not infrequently happens that his genera-
lisations lose all their practical value on account of a
disproportionate qfantity of tep restricting element.
In such cases my method was to make a judicious selec-
tion from the never-ending serips of exceptlons "and
counter-exceptions and to” present to the begl;mer only
the particular cases a knowledge of which is®indispen-
sable to a student who wishes to read thrdugh the stand-
ard works in the langhiage* From th# very nature of it,
such a selection cannot claim to be perfect or universally
acceptable. The alterations made in the body of the
text are accordingly wewy few and not very important,
and are merely-of the nature,of a replacement of a less
important sitra by a more important one. The total
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L]

number of sitras expounded are thus left untouched,

Eor fear wf interfering “with the convenience of 1eferr1ng
to sdtras-by.the gerial numbers given to them in this
hook. I have, however, tried to expand by way of ex-
plafiation & condensed expressiow: here and there.

I have now brought,out a sequel «to this book,
dealing with Vedic and Historical Grammar on similar
ILines. * The present volune will, therefore, be called
hereafte;' Part T of the Laghupdniniyam and the sequel
Part IJ of tho same work.

I take this, opportunity foeoffer my heart-felt
thanks to all those scholars who have been kind enough
to read through this book and favomr me with an expres-
sion of their opinion regarding my work as a whole. i

A. R. RAJARAJA VARMA.

TRIVANDRUM,
20th November 1913.
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